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CAY AND WICST PATROLS TO GUARD CZECHOSLOVAK HARVEST

A. BSvitorka, chie? of the Fire Protection Service [for Czechwslomkigz
has crdered the local wnits of %he national comattiess aal local units of the
United Czecloslovek Pirefighters to maintain gusrdsnight and dey in the harvert
fields, mnd te iasure proper inspectica of ail equipment, machinery, etc., used
during the season, in ovder %o prevent fires. He iscued the following statenent:

Although most fires are due to careletsness or indifference, wany acts
of sebotage have cceurred, especially on JUD (Utnified Agricultural Cooperative)
proprrty; on state faras, axd in commrmal enterpriees, vhere the village rich
and their adherents from the bLourgeois clesses try to hirder socialism by set-
ting fires,

In the last 3 years of the Flve-Year-Plan, fire loszes were egqual o the
cost of comatrueting 12,000 family units censlsting of one room and kitchen,
togethker with all furnishinge.

In Qottwaldov Kraj, the people’'s administration has succeeded in incorporat-
ing almost all the pecple into fire warden units and night and day barvest guards. .
However, in & number of osmall villages, there is no firefighting equipment or i
provigions &t all., fthere are aleo soma plsces where the utmost indifference ;
‘tormard any salfely weagures prevalls. In such places it is imperative +that
vigilence _. incresged end the® fire-prevention rules and regiilations be ob-
zeyved most acrupulously.

It i2 definitely the obligation of Communist Party members to mobilize them~ !
selves and others in this fire-prevention program. 1
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